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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
R.T. Rybak to Serve as 2016 Commencement Speaker 
 
Summary: Rybak is former Minneapolis mayor, current executive director of Generation Next, and author of 
Pothole Confidential: My Life as Mayor of Minneapolis. 
 
MORRIS, Minnesota (February 23, 2016)—Former Minneapolis mayor R.T. Rybak Jr. will serve as the 2016 
Commencement speaker at the University of Minnesota, Morris. Morris’s 53rd commencement exercise will be held 
on Saturday, May 14, at 1:30 p.m. on the campus mall. 
 
Rybak served as mayor of the City of Minneapolis from 2002 until 2013. During his tenure Rybak led efforts to 
make Minneapolis a national leader in innovative, cradle-to-career approaches to youth development and worked to 
highlight the crisis of the region’s achievement gap and to advance effective strategies for ending it. 
 
Rybak has been recognized as a national “Afterschool Champion” by the Afterschool Alliance not only for his 
leadership of the Minneapolis Promise—an innovative cluster of coordinated efforts to get students college- and 
career-ready and put them on the path to success—but also for founding the Minneapolis Youth Violence Prevention 
Initiative, for being a champion of the youth-led Minneapolis Youth Congress, and for his active involvement in 
Minneapolis’ Youth Coordinating Board. 
 
A Minneapolis native, Rybak spent almost 30 years working in journalism, the commercial real estate business, 
publishing, and the Internet before being elected mayor in his first run for public office. He currently serves as 
executive director of Generation Next, a coalition of civic, business, and school leaders focused on closing the racial 
achievement gap in Minneapolis and Saint Paul. His memoir, Pothole Confidential: My Life as Mayor of 
Minneapolis, will be published in April by the University of Minnesota Press. 
 
“I am honored that Mr. Rybak has accepted our invitation to serve as this year’s Commencement speaker,” says 
Chancellor Jacqueline R. Johnson. “He’s a dynamic public speaker, and his values are clearly aligned with our own 
efforts to provide a quality education with attention to access and affordability.” 
 
Rybak’s address and presence at Commencement were requested last year by the Class of 2016.  
 
The public is invited to attend the commencement ceremony or to watch it streamed online at morris.umn.edu. 
Additional information is available at morris.umn.edu/commencement. 
 
View this story electronically.  
 
Through personal and academic discovery, the University of Minnesota, Morris provides opportunities for students 
to grow intellectually, engage in community, experience environmental stewardship and celebrate diversity. A 
renewable and sustainable educational experience, Morris prepares graduates for careers, for advanced degrees, for 
lifelong learning, for work world flexibility in the future, and for global citizenship. Learn more about Morris at 
morris.umn.edu or call 888-866-3382.  
 
### 
